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same formula, but in Pali,- "Ye dhamma . . ." On similar tablets
the same legend, but in Sanskrit, appears, and these probably belong
to a Hinayana School with a Sanskrit Canon. In 1927-28 there was
discovered a large stone statue of the Buddha, around the square
pedestal of which is a long Sanskrit inscription in Gupta characters
of the seventh-eighth centuries, with intermixed Pyu writing which
seems to be a word-for-word translation of the former. Vishnuism
is represented by a stone bas-relief and a stone sculpture of Vishnu,
with four arms, standing on Garuda, and another sculpture showing
the trinity Brahma, Vishnu and Siva, seated on lotuses issuing from
the navel of Narayana resting on Ananta. Several funeral urns were
discovered in what appears to have been a vault reserved as a burial
place for a royal family. They bear short inscriptions in the Pyu
language, which have been provisionally dated 673 A.D. to 718 A.D.
They mention by name three kings who seem to have ruled in
Prome in lineal succession.12

Excavations and exploration at Pagan have brought to light an
abundant harvest of finds which, though not so old as those of Old
Prome, are nevertheless important for the history of religion and
art in Upper Burma. Burmese historians affirm that Buddhism did
not exist at Pagan before the eleventh century, but that only means
that the Hinayana with the Pali Canon was not professed there.
Before that date, the religion of Pagan had been that of the Ari, a
medley of Burmese superstitions, Mahayanism, Tantraism and
Hinduism. There is evidence also of a Hinayana sect with a Sanskrit
Canon. All the finds belonging to the second half of the eleventh
and most of the twelfth centuries point to an intense influence from
India and especially Bengal; the practised hand of the Indian is
seen in all sculptures and paintings of that period. Here, as in
Prome, votive tablets are astonishingly numerous, of which a large
number were brought over from India by Burmese and Indian